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How is the CHow is the C--band allocated in the band allocated in the 
U.S.?U.S.?

* Updated U.S. Frequency Allocation Table  
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Table of Frequency Allocations                                  3300-4200 MHz (SHF)
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U.S. allocation continued..U.S. allocation continued..

International Fixed 
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How are the U.S. allocations used? How are the U.S. allocations used? 
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34003400––3700 MHz Usage (Non3700 MHz Usage (Non--
Federal)Federal)

The United States has no fixed satellite The United States has no fixed satellite 
earth station licensees for the 3400earth station licensees for the 3400--3600 3600 
MHz band.MHz band.
In the 3650In the 3650--3700 MHz band, the United 3700 MHz band, the United 
States has ~86 grandfathered fixed States has ~86 grandfathered fixed 
satellite receive earth stations which satellite receive earth stations which 
provide international services.  No new provide international services.  No new 
primary earth station applications are primary earth station applications are 
accepted.accepted.
The 3600The 3600--3650 MHz band has feeder links 3650 MHz band has feeder links 
including those for the Inmarsat System.including those for the Inmarsat System.



66

34003400––3700 MHz Usage (Non3700 MHz Usage (Non--
Federal)Federal)

The United States has allocated the The United States has allocated the 
36503650--3700 MHz band for the 3700 MHz band for the 
terrestrial fixed and mobile services, terrestrial fixed and mobile services, 
to provide broadband wireless to provide broadband wireless 
access.access.
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37003700--4200 MHz Usage (Non4200 MHz Usage (Non--
Federal)Federal)

The United Stated has 6298 The United Stated has 6298 
registered or licensed fixed satellite registered or licensed fixed satellite 
service receive stations.  service receive stations.  
There are currently 358 licensed There are currently 358 licensed 
terrestrial stations in this band, each terrestrial stations in this band, each 
containing one or more point to point containing one or more point to point 
paths operating in the band. paths operating in the band. 



88

37003700--4200 Usage (FSS)4200 Usage (FSS)

This band is heavily used by U.S.This band is heavily used by U.S.--
licensed GSO FSS networks to licensed GSO FSS networks to 
provide a variety of key services provide a variety of key services 
such as video programming such as video programming 
distribution, high speed data links, distribution, high speed data links, 
and satellite newsgathering to and satellite newsgathering to 
customers with high reliability. customers with high reliability. 
Critical public safety infrastructure is Critical public safety infrastructure is 
deployed in this band as well. deployed in this band as well. 
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37003700--4200 (FS)4200 (FS)
The 3700 The 3700 -- 4200 MHz band is allocated for 4200 MHz band is allocated for 
fixed terrestrial microwave services on a fixed terrestrial microwave services on a 
shared basis with satellite. shared basis with satellite. 
Fixed terrestrial stations in this band are Fixed terrestrial stations in this band are 
typically used in a point to point typically used in a point to point 
configuration, either for private internal configuration, either for private internal 
communications or common carrier communications or common carrier 
communications. communications. 
Some of these stations are used for critical Some of these stations are used for critical 
safetysafety--ofof--life communications and critical life communications and critical 
infrastructure. infrastructure. 
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34003400--3650 MHz Usage (Federal)3650 MHz Usage (Federal)

•• The United States has significant The United States has significant 
radar investments in the 3400radar investments in the 3400--3650 3650 
MHz band that provide search and MHz band that provide search and 
rescue capabilities, air marshalling rescue capabilities, air marshalling 
and air traffic control (ATC) and air traffic control (ATC) 
capabilities, safety of life capabilities, capabilities, safety of life capabilities, 
as well as national security as well as national security 
capabilities.  capabilities.  
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34003400--3650 (Shipborne Radar)3650 (Shipborne Radar)
•• ShipShip--based radars provide a mobile radar based radars provide a mobile radar 

capability and are regularly and often used capability and are regularly and often used 
in very close proximity to landin very close proximity to land--based based 
facilities, along coastal regions, as well as facilities, along coastal regions, as well as 
port facilities.  Ship based radars port facilities.  Ship based radars 
operating within the band support airport operating within the band support airport 
surveillance radar (ASR) operations and surveillance radar (ASR) operations and 
safety of flight in the Air Traffic Control safety of flight in the Air Traffic Control 
(ATC) environment, search and rescue, (ATC) environment, search and rescue, 
among other critical capabilities that among other critical capabilities that 
benefit the global maritime communitybenefit the global maritime community



1212

34003400--3650 (Airborne Radar)3650 (Airborne Radar)

Airborne radars found in this band Airborne radars found in this band 
take advantage of the spectrum take advantage of the spectrum 
properties found at this wavelength properties found at this wavelength 
to conduct longto conduct long--range surveillance, range surveillance, 
target tracking and ATC. This system target tracking and ATC. This system 
is a multifunction, phasedis a multifunction, phased--array array 
radar that is deployed on radar that is deployed on 
surveillance aircraft. The aircraft surveillance aircraft. The aircraft 
carrying these radars are capable of carrying these radars are capable of 
worldwide operations. worldwide operations. 
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Contacts in U.S.Contacts in U.S.

Cecily Holiday, Cecily Holiday, HolidayCC@state.govHolidayCC@state.gov

Brandon Mitchell, Brandon Mitchell, 
bmitchell@ntia.doc.govbmitchell@ntia.doc.gov

Scott Scott KotlerKotler, , Scott.Kotler@fcc.govScott.Kotler@fcc.gov
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Thank YouThank You


